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Beacheroſt Mayor. 


Martis æxix die Aprilis, 1712. 
Annog; R. Re Anne * 
Bee Oe. Vndecino· 


= is | Ordeted, That the Thanks 
of this Cou r be given to the 
Reverend Dr. Kerhert, Dean of: Peter” 
borough, for his Sermon Preack'd be- 
fore this Court and the Governours N 
the ſeverat Hoſp itals of this City, 
the Pariſh- Church of St. Bridgets 8 
Tueſday in Euſter- Week -Laſt; and 
that he de Deſir'd to Print the ſame. 
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Doing God the Way to Eternal Life. | | 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


BY WHITE KENNETT, D. D. Dean of 


Recommended in a 


Preach'd before the 


THE 


Court of Aldermen, 


T.H E 


LORD-MAYOR\|| 


Sheriffs, and the Governours | | 
| of HOSPITALS, within | | 
the City of London. 
1 On Eafter-Tueſlay, the 22d of April, 1712. 
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Preach'd beſote the 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 
1 1 


LORD MAYOR, 


; cog 2 2d 5 855 vie Bo . 


gt. ur” Rix. 1. 


And behold: one came and ſaid unto bim, 


Good Maſter, what good thing foalb. I 
1x that I may bave Eternal Life? 


H E Text contains a Queſtion! which 
every one ought either to put to ſome 
_ Spiritual Guide and Maſter ; of at 
leaſt to ſtate it between God and his 
own Soul: Conſider therefore this wiſe Queſtlon, 
and the ensellene e depending on it, 


which 1 


8 
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_ wh afford a great deal of uſeful K 


noW- 
ledge and Inſtruction, to increaſe your Faith, 
and improve your Charity, to enlarge your 
Souls, and make you. wiſe (I pray God) to 
the Salvation of em. Begin to conſider the 
Pertinence and admirable; Prudence of this 
one Queſtion, _ What good thing ſhall I do, that 
may have Eternal Life ? | 

Converſation is the greateſt Trial of Men's 
Abilities, and the trueſt Teſt of Converſation 
18 to know how to ask, and be inform'd, in 
the moſt becoming manner: Hence the right 
Addreſs, and the diſcreet Enquiry have been 
always taken for the ſureſt Sign of Ingenuity 
and good Behaviour. It may be farther ob- 
ſerv'd, that nothing can make our Applica- 
tion and Propoſal of any Doubt more prudent 
and agreeable, than to keep to theſe Rules 
and Meaſures in it. I. To chuſe a Subject 
the moſt proper and important. II. To offer 
a Queſtion upon it with due Submiſſion, and a 
ſincere Deſire of Satisfaction. HT. And above 
all, to apply our ſelves to ſuch a Perſon, who is 
a fit and able Judge of the Matter in Debate, 
and is willing and ſufficient to reſolve it. All 
which Properties of Wiſdom, do exactly meet 


in the Queſtion here put unto our Bleſſed Lord. 


Firſt, The Subject of the Queſtion was of the 
utmoſt Importance, above the Vanity and Le- 
vity of common Converſation: No idle Fan- 
cy; no inſignificant Piece of Curioſity; no 
Bait, or captious Interrogatory; no ſubtle 


Problem, 
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Problem, or Inquiſition of the Mind, for the 


vain Oſtentation of Parts, or the ſorry Pride 
of inſnaring and expoſing another Man, Bur 


it was the propounding a plain and proper 
Caſe of Conſcience of the higheſt Concern, 


and greateſt Conſequence in the World, the 
Way of Salvation,the Means of attaining eternal 


Life, This ſhould teach us a like Diſcretion ; 


not to be fondly inquiſitive after Trifles, and 


Things of little or no manner of Moment: 


Not to be ſollicitous and full of our Demands 


about the Myſteries of Art, or the Pleaſures 


of Sin, or the Affairs of this World only: Bur 
rather to ſeek and to ſearch after better things, 
a Matter of Conſcience, a Buſineſs of Reli- 


gion, a Work of Salvation, the Things that 


are Eternal. 


- 
. 


Secondly, He offer'd his 
Deference, and a humble Deſire of Satisfa 


it had been more to try another's Underſtan- 


ding, than to inform his own Judgment: But 


he was grave and ſerious, he thought and 
| ſpoke out of the abundance of an honeſt Heart. 
His way of Addreſs therefore was with all the 


becoming Civility and Reſpect imaginable. 
He came as it were upon the Wings of Love 
and Zeal, and then put himſelf into the Po- 


ſture of all Reverence and Devotion. He 
came running, and kneeled to him, St. Mat. 10. 


17. He gave him the Title of Good Maiter, 


paying 


Queſtion with =_ 
JG ion. 
He did not ſtate his Matter of Enquiry with 
ſuch Art, or deliver it with ſuch an Air, as if 


8 • ü Dtoing Good, the Way 
1 1 — — — nnn——_ — — — —— 
| aying all the Regards of Cuſtom and Honour. 
| 99 the Character of a Rabbi, or Jewiſh. 
[| Doctor: So to open the way for a more pro- 
x per Anſwer, by the more decent Application 
for it. This Circumſtance ſhould teach us 
not to have a Reach and a Snare in our Que- 
ſtions, nor to be Rude and Inſolent in the 
Propoſal of them: But to diſcover a good 
Meaning by good and inoffenſive Manners: 
Not ceremonious and artfully complaiſant, 
but a Countenance and Behaviour agreeable 
to the Integrity and Simplicity of an Honeſt 
Chriſtian Mine, '/ 


But Thirdly, the greateſt Reaſon that juſti - 
fies and recommends the Queſtzon in the Text 
is this, That it was made unto a proper Per- 
fon, One the moſt able and willing to reſolve 
it · Had the Man come to any leoſe and vo- 
luptuous Sadducee, to make ſuch Enquiry 
about Eternal Life; all the Return had been, 
perhaps, but an Offer at a Jeſt, or ſome bold 
and blaſphemous way of ſporting with Holy 
T ſhings: Or had he addreſsd himſelf to the 
Seribes and Phariſees upon this Argument of 
Eternity, they would have been only more 
demure and reſerv'd, they would have put 
him off with ſome vain Tradition or Com- 
mandment of Men, to amuſe and ſend him 
empty away: But he happily apply d him- 
_ felf to the competent Judge, to the Oracle of 
God, who had the Words of Eternal Life, who 
was the Light and the Truth, and the Way 
1 1 to 
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— — 


t Eternal Life. | 


to that Subject · matter in Debate. This like- 
wiſe ſhould teach us to have our recourſe to 
proper Perſons, for reſolving any of our 
Doubts and Demands ; not to the young 
Counſellors, nor to the bold Pretenders ; but 
to Men of ſound Judgment, and known Ex- 
perience in their Profeſſion : To offer your 
Doubts in Religion, your Scruples of Con- 
ſcience, to ſuch diſcreet and able Miniſters 
of God's Word, as by Studies and Sobriety of 
Thought and Life, may be juſtly preſum'd 
to be ſuch, whoſe Lips preſerve Kzowleadge, and 
at whoſe Mouth the People may /eek the Law, 
or Interpretation of the Word of God. 
* Theſe few Particulars about the nature and 
manner of this Queſtion, are worthy of Obſer- 
vation. And farther, there be other Circum- 

ſtances in the Condition and Character of the 
Perſon making this Enquiry in the Text, that 
ſuggeſt many things ſeaſonable and uſeful 

to Us. ä | 


I. As fir, the Perſon who thus addreſs'd 
himſelf unto our Saviour, is ſaid to have been 
a Toung Man, v. 20. the Toung man ſaid unto 
him, A happy Surprize to find a young Man 
grave and ſerious beyond his Years ; ſo Pru- 
dent, ſo Pious, ſo much in earneſt for his Soul, 
and the Salvation of it. Alas, the Youth of 
our preſent Age are forward to ask Queſtions 
of another kind ; how they may raiſe their 
Fortunes in their World: How they may car- 
ty on this idle Project, 1 5 actompliſh that 

WT — 1 
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vain Wiſh, or how beſt enjoy ſome other ſen- 
foal Defires ! How at ſeaſt they may anſwer 
the main Deſign of Rejoicing in their Toath, and 
letting their Heart chear them in the days of their 
Wat h, and 1 in the ways of their Heart, 
and in the ſig ht of their Eyes !Eccl. 11.9, as Solo- 
mon repreſents the Vanity of Childhood and Toath. 
But here in the Text was a Young Man of 
riper Senſe and Underftanding, of more 
Grace and Goodnefls in him: He could flee 
all youthful Luſts, and look out early toward 
Heaven; Here the Race, and there the Prize. 
Hence he was follicitons to learn, what Good 
he might timely do.in hisGeneration ; how he 
might have the Riches of Liberality, and inſure 
a better Portion of Eternal Life, Oh, that 
this happy Taſtance might encourage our 
young People to ſeaſon and ſanctifie their firſt 
Thoughts and Diſcourſe with a Senſe of Re- 
ligton, and a Taſte of Spiritual Things! As 
the Fragrancy and Refreſhment of Flowers 
this Spring is more eſpecially in the firſt Bloſ- 
ſom of them; ſo nothing is more Sweet and 
Lovely to behold, than a diſcreet and ſober, 
a vertuous and pious young Per ſon, learning 
and labouring to be wiſe unto Salvation. 
Such a One was that young Joh, the 
Royal Founder of thoſe famous Hoſpitals, for 
the Benefit and Ornament of this City, which 
now flouriſh and help to make up this Fi- 
gure in theſe Courts of the Houſe of God, 
that 'Exemplary [Proteſtant Prince K. Eaw. VI. 
a ſingular Bene factor to this City. As the 
W Ws firſt 
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firſt Honour he conferr'd at his Acceſſion to 


the Throne, was upon the Chief Magiſtrate of 
this City, in theOrder of Knighthood,conferr'd 
by him on Sir Henry Hablethorne, Lord Mayor 
of Landon, on Feb. 6. 1546. So the laſt Charity 
he did was for the Poor, and Children of the 
Poor in this City. It was his Gift and Lega- 
cy of Love and Zeal, to appoint the Houſe of 
Grey- Friars for Chriſt's Hoſpital, to receive and 
nurture poor and fatherleſs Children: To 
aſſign the Houſes of Little St. Bartholomew's 
near Smithfield, and of St. Thomas in South. 
wark, for lame and impot 


Work- Houſe, to riotous and idle Creatures, 
and to ſettle a good Endowment on them 
All ; which no doubt he would have made 
greater, if his. Life and Reign had been lon- 


ger. But theſe Works of Piety and Charity 


were ſo laid, as to be indeed the Foundation 


of his Eternal Life, which was immediately 


built upon them: His very next Act oſ De- 
vation, was his admirable Death-Bed- Prayer, 
whereof! his concluding, Words were, O 
Low God, ſave thy choſen People of 
England, and defend this Realm krom 
— Papiſixy, and maintain thy true Nelt⸗ 


II. But returning to the Text, we find 
Secondly, That the Perſon who was thus wiſe- 


ly inquiſitive after Eternal Life, was a rich 


Man, for he had great Poſſeſſions, v. 22. the 
: EI more 


ent People: And to 
devote his own Palace of Bridewell for a 


” 
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1 | more to be admir'd, that he could wean his 
I} 5 Affections from all his things on Earth, and 
| ſet them on the things Above, For alas, there is 
a great Deceitfulneſs in Wealth and Riches : 
They are apt to delude our Senſes, and to 
pervert all the Imaginations of our Heart ; 
to choak us with the Cares of this Life, and 
to ſtifle and fink the Thoughts of Eternity. 
It had been Natural enough for this rich Man 
to have come to our Saviour, as One of his 
Neighbours did, with a Maſter, ſpeak to my Bro- 
ther, that he divide the Inheritance with me : 
Natural, to have made ſome Enquiries about 
Property or Title, Security or Purchaſe ; how 
beſt and moſt effectually to lay up his Goods 
for many Years, and to let his Soul take its 
Eaſe and Pleafure in them, Yet Thanks and 
Glory be to God, here was a rich May, who 
thought of ſomewhat more and better than 
the World, and the Things of the World: 
He thought of an Iuheritance incorruptible and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 1 Pet. x. 4. 
I reſerved in Heaven for him ; wherefore drop- 
[i ping the anxious Cares of this Life, he would 
t: be for chooſing a better Part, which could ne- 
ver be taken from him : With all the Sub- 
| ſtance and Stores that God had bleſs'd him 
with, he nobly ſays, Good Maſter, what 
* thing ſhall I do, that I may have eternal. 
R bl : | 
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An admirable Leſſon to the Men who have 
thriv'd and proſper'd in the World, and have 
great Riches in poſſeſſion: They ſhould not 
make thoſe Riches a meer Bui then to them. 
ſelves, nor leave them only for a ſhrewd 
Temptation to their Heirs; but they ſhould 
cauſe them to anſwer the End of God's put- 
ting em into their Hands, for happy Inſtru- 


— 


ments of Publick Good, and their own Salva- | 
tion; of giving to the Poor, and having 9 
Freaſure in Heaven. * l 
We may in this Place, and at this Time 1 
obſerve, That as the Trade and Commerce | | 


carried on in this Great City, has made ma- 1 
ny-of the Inhabitants thereof more Wealthy — 
than the private Perſons in other Parts of the 
World, (take them with Fortunes of their 
.own raiſing,) ſo thoſe wealthy Inhabitants of 
this City, have in Charities and Publick 
Works, exceeded all other Merchants and 4 
Traders, in all other Regions whatſoever. It i1 
would be an infinite Labour, however plea- 1 
ſant, to recount the great Benefactions of your 
pious Anceſtors ſince the Reformation. What 5 
a Multitude of Churches, Chapels, Colleges, | | 
Schools, Halls, Hoſpitals, have been Foun- * 
ded, and Liberally endow'd by them, amidſt 
this City, around the Suburbs, and through- 
out the whole Kingdom !. Pray we to God to 
keep up that Chriſtiam Proteſtant, Engliſh Spi- 
Tit, The good Works of Popery, are now 
become little more than to bedeck a Saint, or 
to hang up a coſtly Trifle at a Shrine or an 
” Altar, 
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Altar, and yet the Church gaining by them, 
places a Supererogation in'them. The more 
uſeful Works in our Reformed Church and 
Nation, are to relieve the Bodies, to inſtru& 
the Minds, and to fave the Souls of the Poor 
and Needy : Let them glory in their Merits : 
Beg Je only God's Acceptance, and depend 
on the Promiſe of your Reward, his Free Gift 
of Eternal Life. en 10% 


ITI. The fame Perſon who here put the 
Queſtion to our Bleſſed Saviour, is again call. 
ed a certain Ruler, St. Lake xviii. 18. a Magi- 
grate or Principal Governour ; a Man in ſome 
Eminent Office of Authority and Honour. It 
was the happier Condeſcenfion in him to ſub- 
mit to be adviſed, and directed in the Me- 
thods of attaining Eternal Life. For alas! 
Secular Dignity and Power, are apt to ſwell 
the Minds of Men, making them too big to 
ask a Queſtion, or at leaſt too full of them- 
ſelves, to admit of a free and faithful Anſwer. 
High Stations require a larger Meaſure of Nea- 
ſon and Religion to fill them up, and fix them 
as with an even ſteady Ballancè: Otherwiſe 
they become naturally the Seats of the Scorn- 
ers, full of Self. Sufficiency, and à Diſdajn 
and Contempt of all beneath them. And yet 
here in the Text, was a Wile and 2 Good 
Man in a Place of Authority, a Chief Ra- 
ler, who revered a God above him, and had 

Reſpect to a Spiritual Guide, and attended 
| | l nar ay 


10 Etiroal Life. 
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Life. Un | 

4 Exam ls worthy 1d b imitited by per- 
ſons of the higheſt Rank and Quality, Gloſs 
Titles and Fortunes ſhould by no Means ex- 
empt them from the common Ties of Come 
good,” and ſerving their Generation: 
ther to whom much is given, of them God 851 
Man have a Right to ask the more. There is 
a' Day Whereiff Talents muſt be accounted 
for, according to the Weight and Number 
of them. It is a Praiſe in our Gates, that 
there have been in this City, ſo. many Wiſe 
and Faithful Stewards of their Almighty Ma- 
fter's Bounty to them: So many generous 
and noble BenefaRors, whoſe Names for their 
Work ſake, ought to be had in perpetual Re- 
membrane. And therefore it were to be 


wifhed, that according to the laudable Ex- 


ample of the Two Univerſities, there might 


be at the beginning of ſome Term, a ſhort 


and folemn Commemoration, of all the chief 
and ſpecial Beneſactors to che good Eſtate of 
this City in order to do Juſtice to. their 


Memories, to pay Reſpect to their Families, 


to expreſs a Gratitude to Almighty God, 
and to PoE others unto the "like ry 
Works, 


IV. But wins, 4 avs te aigin- 
guiſhing Character 1 the Perſon in the Text; 


He was what we wou'd call a good Moral | 


Man, of natural Temper and [[nclination-to 


Probi- 
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Probity and Charity, and perhaps decently 
obſervant of the External Form and Cere- 
monials of Religion: Some ſay, a Phariſee, 
or a Diſciple of the Phariſees, He could an- 
ſwer, it ſeems, for all the main Branches of 
the Moral Law, that all theſe he had kept from 
his Jouth ap: So much of that innate Since- 
rity and Goodneſs, that our Bleſſed Saviour, 
the Difcerner of Hearts, had a better Eſteem 
and Affection for him, as St. Mark x. 21. 
Then Jeſus beholding him, loved him, the rather, 
becauſe he was not content with his own Be- 
nignity of Nature, and his ſhining Moral 
Virtues; but he was deſirous to come on un- 
to greater Perfection, unto Chriſtian Holy- 
8 935 | 

1 in this declining Age, many People 
think it enough, to be Sober, Honeſt, and 


Liberal, to be good Moral Men, that is, the 
better Sort of Heathens. This they hope 


may ſuffice, without the ſtricter and more 
rigorous Belief and Practice of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. Poſſibly ſuch are at far from the 
Ring dom of God, they are in the beſt Diſpoſi- 
tion, and under the moſt effectual Preparati- 


on for it: The true Iſraelite indeed, in whom 


there is zo gaile, will the ſooner become a 
a Diſciple of Jeſus, a Convert to his Grace 
and Truth : But then there is great Danger 
of reſting there, and fo falling ſhort of Per- 
fection and Glory. The well diſpoſed Man 
of Moral Vertues in the Text, was willing to 


che ſhewn a more Excellent Way: He was 


cConſci- 


* Eee Lift. 


Conſcious of the deficiencies of Nature with. 


out Grace, and of the Moral Law without 


clearer Revelation. Says he, What lack I 
yet 2: There is ſomething behind that muſt 
finiſh and compleat my Hopes of Eterni- 
ty: Teaching us, That the beſt Works muſt 
have their Acc 
mixed with Faith in them that do them: And 
indeed they cannot otherwiſe make the Doers 
of them perfect. For the Natural Man can- 
not command himſelf in the true Intention, 
Means and End of his good Deeds : He will 
be apt to deſign his own Intereft or Vain-Glo- 
ry: He will be ready to uſe ſuch Means as 
Humour and Self-Will preſer ibe; and to pro- 
poſe an Eud fecular and ſordid, becauſe in 


this Life only. It was this Reaſon, I preſume, 

| that determin'd one of the Fathers to pro- 
nounce the good Works of the Heathens to be 

but Splendid Sins ; not only as having no Pro- 

miſe to be Acceptable, and Well-pleaſing in 
God's Sight; but as blended and tarniſſid 


with ſo many vile, corrupt Affections, that 
they could not proceed from a pure Heart, nor 


tend to any thing beyond a Man's Self, and 


The Principal Donors and Benefactors to 
this City muſt have been of the number of 


and their Conſcience fake ; deriying their Mo- 
dive, and expecting their Reward from Hea- 
ven only, ' Alas, as that primitive Spirit of 
Chriſtianity decays, all bf ang of good Works 


will 


ance in Chri# Feſus, muſt be 


good old Chriſtians, who ated: thus for God 


* 
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will ſenſibly decline with it, as on this Day, 
Light will be diminiſhed by every degree of 
the Sun's going down. So that among other 
11 Effects of Infidelity and Prophaneneſs break- 
ing in upon us; this is not the leaſt, that Cha- 
rity, and publick Beneficence will droop and 
fail in this City and Nation: Nothing but 
Self. Intereſt, or Self- Indulgence will reign, if 

once Men can think they have no Souls to be 
ſaved, no Hopes, no Thoughts of Eternal Life. 


V. This brings us to the laſt and worſt part 
of the Character of this Man, that all his good 
Diſpoſition went off like Morning Dew; that 
this fair Approach toward the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven came to nothing. For when our Saviour 
ſaid unto him, Verſe 21. If thou wilt be per- 
fed, go and fell that thou haft, and give to. 
the Poor, and thou ſbalt have Treafure' in Hea- 
ven ; and come and follow me: He: thought 
theſe Terms ſevere and impracticable ; ſuch a 
Mortification and Self- Denyal, lay too hard up- 
on bis human Nature. What, to diſtribute- 
all to the Poor, and expect no Return, no o- 
ther Treaſure in this Life, in this World! 
A hard ſaying; Who could bear it? So Verſè 
22. When d be: heard that ſaying, he went - 
way Sorrowful, for he had great Poſſeſſions + 
He went away, and for ought we know, never 
came . back. unto our Saviour for any more 
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Ghoſtly Counſel. and Advice. This warns us 
of the Deeeivableneſs of Riches, and the dange- 
rous Eſtate of worldly minded Men. They 
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to Eternal Life. 


may now and then have ſome good Wiſhes to- 


ward Repentance and Salvation; may be ma- 
king a Step or two toward Heaven: But they 
are pulled back, and again entangled in the 


Cares of this Life, and all their good Purpoſes 


bring no Fruit unto Perfection. On tliis ver 


Occaſion, our Maſter repreſented the Difficul-- 


ty, and even the Impoſſibility of a rich Man's 
Salvation. v. 3 1 Then ſaith Fefus unto his Di- 
ſciples, Verily I ſay unto you, that a rich Man 


{hall hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Nay,” it is eaſier for a Camel to go through 
the ye f a Needle, than for a rich Man to 
enter into the Kingdom of God. Not that Riches 
in themſelves are any Barr to Eternal Salvati- 


on; they may be rather very Inſtrumental to 


it: The lending them to the Lord in Benevo- 
lence and Alms-deeds, will lay up a Treaſure 
in Heaven, and the Mammon, failing with an 


Earthly Tabernacle, will ſecure a Reception 
into Everlaſting Habitations, The danger a- 


riſeth from the Weakneſs of rich Men amidſt 


the Temptations,” to which their flattering 


Riches do expoſe them: The Temprations to 
Pride, Avarice, Intemperance, and other Sins 
and Follies ſpringing from the Root of a Evil. 
If they can withſtand thoſe [Temptations and 
Careſſes of the World, and be truly Maſters of 
their Fortunes and themſelves: and. become 


Rich in good Works, and Rich toward God; 
then their Wealth is no longer an occaſion 


of Falling, but à Help and Support, an Ac- 
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viour did again foften his Expreſſion; when it 
had offended his Diſeiples, v. 2 hey were 
exceedingly amazed, faying, Who thes can le 
ſaved? The Bleſſed Jeſus then explained him- 
ſelf: Wh, Men, ibis is impoſfble y white Men 
give way to all their human Infumities, and 
traſt in their own Riches; but + with) God Al 
things are boſſeble; His Gare can be ſafficient 
for the Richeſt, Mightieſt Man, to reftrain 
him from the Snares, and uphold him in the 
flip pery Places; and enable him ſo to deal in 
itable and Pious Uſes;. as to lay vp a good 
Taue againſt the Time to come, and to 
Purchaſe an Inheritance with: the Saints in 
Light and Immortal Glory. 
I bere is a ſhort Leſſon to be dnn 8 
the Interruption here given to the Rich Man ; 
He was got far upon the Way to Heaven, when 
ſuddenly he ſtop d ſhort, — turn d back 5 80 
his Worldly ce and Sorrows : So leavi 
Caution to all whom God has bleſt with W in 
and Subſtance, that they would not ſuſpend, 
and aſſign over their good Intentions of Chari- 
ty and 3 to a longer Day, but would 
rthwith execute whatever they well Deſignd. 
Mien 2 and cel Ne of doing good 
o ealy an ghtful upon every In 
Mind, chat one would think the fa. be „ 
rally ariſe in the Heart of every Lenübie Rich 
Man: How to pleaſe a Bountiful God ; bow 
to relieve the Neceſſities of Mankind; bow to 
ſerve his preſent Generation; ; how to make 


Poſterity 
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Piru, a School, 2 Work-Houfe, or fomewhat 
elſe of publick Ufe and Service, muſt needs 
"repreſent it felf to the Thoughts and Imagina- 
tions of that Rich Man; and the more he 
dwells upon ſuch Thoughts, He is the better 
pleaſed with em: He cannot forbear forming 
to himſelf ſome one excellent Plan or other, 
and what he has ſo agreeably Projected, he 
cannot but refolve to finiſh, and fully perform, 
at ſome Time or other. Only he 1s not. yer 
ready ; he maſt be a while excuſed : More 
Supplies will fall in, better Times will came, 
hereafter will ſerve. It hall be rather a Part 
of my laſt Will and Teſtament: My Heirs 
and Executors ſhall be charged with it: Thus 
and thus more good Works have been Abortive, 


Poſterity indebted to him ! And then an Hoſ- 


than ever came unto Perfection. One Man has 


ſtaid for an Increaſe of his Stock, till his delays 
in doing good have been puniſh'd with a Decay 
and Diminution of it: Another is waiting a 
better Seaſon, till he findeth all Things wax. 
ing worſe and worſe. One has reſerv'd his 
Scheme of Charity for his laſt Will, till in the 
midſt of his Security he has been caught away 

Inteſtate. And at beft, the Vi ſhall be liti- 
gated, or finally the Truſt is betray d. How 
much more would the World abound in good 
Works, if People would immediately execute 
what they 1audably- deſign 5; and commit the 
Diſpolition of their Charity to their own Eyes, 
and to their own Hands. Legacies to Pious 
Uſes are undoubtedly the belt way of taking 


leave 
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and the Means of attaining to it. 


leave of the World; but what a Man gives in 
his Life, He is more ſure of its right Appli- 
cation, and he can better feel his own Reward : 


He has the Senſe and ſweet Satisfaction of 


God's Acceptance, and his own Enjoyment 
„ SE 9755 0 
The Remainder of the Text would ſuggeſt 


what we have not now leiſure to purſue. 


Firſt, That there is an Eternal Life to be 
provided for. r | FI Sth 

Secondly, That it is a Matter of infinite 
Concern, to enquire. about that Eternal Life, 


Thirdly, That the faireſt way to Eternal Life 
is the doing Good in this World. 

Laſtly, That Men ought to confider what 
good Works are moſt ſuitable to their Circum- 
ſtances, What good Thing ſhall I do, that I 
may have Eternal Life ? wi 0 rig 


Firſt, Remember High and Low, Rich and 
Poor, that there is an Eternal Life to be pro- 
vided for. I need not labour to prove it, nor 
ought it to ſeem proper in a Chriſtian Aſſem- 
bly, to enter into a Proof of the Fundamen- 
tals of our Faith. Not our Faith only, but 
the Opinion and Judgment of all the wiſer Hea- 
thens. They had (as reaſonable Beings) their 
Notions and Idea's of Eternity ; a Supream 
Deity without Beginning or End; the Immor- 
tality of ſeparated Souls; the Abode of then 


in ſome Everlaſting State; their Reward or 


their 


„ * | 


r r 
1 „ 4 1 
v * A 2 A 5 =_— * 
1 ö ö 
N 0 1 5 S BY > 4 + * $ 
* 4 . 1 - -& : , 
* E. 1 * 
; * 
as „ * e eee, * * n , s en 4" x : 
* 


ad. 


their Puniſhment always to endure. . Their 
Actions were govern'd by ſucha Spirit of think- 
ing beyond this World, or at leaſt their Wri- 


tings are full of it: Indeed the Unbelievers in. 
this latter Age, who have deny'd our Chriſt i- 


an Faith, are extreamly worſe than the other 
Original Infidels and Heathens; And yet IL 
preſu 


ume they can never get the Notion of E. 


rerniſy out of their Prophaneſt Minds; it will 
break in upon their ſober ſerious Hours, or it 


will diſturb their very Dreams, or it will a- 


wake with them, and take Poſſeſſion of their 


Morning Thoughts. How comes it to paſs, 


* (fay they) that Men are Comfortable and 
© Faſy in their Spirits, when they have done 
Well and Worthily ; that their Heads are 
then lifted up with ſome unaccountable Hope 
and ExpeQation ; and their Breaſts are 


© warmed with Peace and Joy; and they look 


© inward, - and again upward with ſome In- 


A ſtinct of abſtraQed Pleaſure; which ſuch a 


becoming Confidence and Aſſurance, that in 


© every, Generous and Noble AR, they could 


© behold Death itſelf, without any great A- 
© mazement ! On the other fide, (fay they) 
© What is the Cauſe that when Men are Con- 
' ſcious to themſelves of living Idly and Wick- 

edly, of doing baſe and unworthy Actions, 
they cannot reliſh the Reflection on em ; 
- a bitter Taſte, a natural Remorſe and Regret, 
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I the Pleaſures of Sin, yet they will one Day 
* arife,, and ſit heavy and grievous upon the 


5 guilty. 


which if they can be drowned a while in 
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* guilry Mind? What, (ſay they) can be the 
Ground of ſuch a Difference betwixt a good 
and bad Conſcience ? What bur the natural 
Diſtinction of Good and Evil, and the 
natural Apprehenſions of Reward for the. 
one, and of Puniſhment for the other in 
<* ſome Future State of Eternity ? * And 
if the Pagers fell naturally into that Proſpect 
of Eternal Life; What Blindneſs and Hardneſs 
of Heart muſt happen to the Chriſtian, not 
to diſcover it, and look more intently on it, 
when to him, Life and Immortality are brought 
to Light through the Goſpel. 3 
Wherefore, it is Secondly, a Matter of In- 
finite Concern, to enquire about this Eternal 
Life, and the Means of attaining to it. 5 
Were Le born to live here for ever, it 
1 would ſuffice to provide for this one Liſe, to 
1 encompaſs your ſelves with ſtrong an ſtate- 
Af ly Fabricks, to add Field to Field, and call 
many Lands after Fane own Name. But 
when in theſe popu 
| amples of Mortality teach you, that Ye have * 
| 


ous Parts, the daily Ex- 


1 here 20 continuing City, the next thought 
i ſhould be to ſeek one to come, to look toward a 
4 Better Countrey, i. e. a Heavenly. The very Hea- 
} thens found out this Dignity of Humane Na- 
þ ture; that whereas brute Reaſts had their 

þ 


and were altogether taken up with what was 

preſent and before them; They, rational Crea - 

Tyres had a larger Capacity, and an Appre- 

beoſion of higher Things: They could reflect 
5 F 3 


[ 
| 5 Eyes and their Appetites downward only, 
| 
| 
| 
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on what was paſt, and could meet the pro- 
bable Events to come; They could prudent- 
ly take thought for the Morrow, and call 


back the former Days unto Remembrance, 


and ſend up their Meditations to Things A- 
bove; and overlooking for a time the Things 
Temporal, could entertain their Minds with a 
more agreeable Speculation of the Things 
Eternal. Thus far the Heathens in their 
Times of Ignorance; but we have another ſort 
of Evidence of a World to come; as great as 
can be given by God himſelf unto his Crea- 


tures, even the expreſs Revelation of his Will. 


Here is the Way and the Light, and the Truth; 
and if we diligently ſearch theſe Holy Scrip- 


tures, we cannot fail, if we obey them, of 


attaining to Eternal Life. 


III. And we ſhall there find Thirdly, That 
the faireſt Way to that Eternal Life, is the 
doing Good in this World. Re 

There was always in humane Souls, an im- 

petuous kind Ambition, to make their Names 


and Memories immortal, either by glorious. 
Actions, or by magnificent Works, or by ad- 


mir'd Writings, or by a numerous Poſterity, 


with Hereditary Titles and Poſſeſſions ; or if 


theſe and other ways fail'd them, then by 
raiſing of Sepulcral Monuments, to tell the 


Generations to come, that here their Duit and 
Aſhes are laid up, for Ages to come. Nay, 
ſome have gloried in being likely to be long 
remembred for ſome eminent Vices, or for 
| BY. ſome 
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{ome one villainous or very extravagant Ac 
and Deed: Such was the wicked Vanity of 
that Wretch, who burnt a Temple, to be 
talk'd of for ever. And ſuch, one would 
think, is the Vain- glory of any Monarch, 
who by Rapine, Spoil and Bloodſhed, by 
Invaſion, Oppreſſion, and Perſecution comes: 
at laſt ro be flatter'd with the Stile of im- 
mortal Man. No Man can be immortal: A 
whole Family may quickly periſh. Alas! a 
Memory fo eterniz'd, is not the eternal Life 
of a Chriſtian, nor can it lead to it. Our 
bleſs'd Eternity is to be inſur'd not by great 
Exploits, much leſs by daring Sins, but by a 
humble and unfeign'd Faith, ſhewing it ſelf 
in good Works. To have a charitable Di- 
ſpoſition, and a publick Spirit; to bear much 
Wo Fruit; to let our Light ſhine before Men; 
\ 5 to be diligent in every Labour of Love; to ap- 
| | prove our ſelves his Diſciples, who went about 
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f doing good, and left us the Teſt of loving one 
{ another. 

1 

ſ IV. This may bring us tothe laſt Particular, 
4 8 That Men ought to confider what good 
94 Works are moſt ſuitable to their Circamſtan. 
# ces and Obligations in the World. What good 
1K = thing ſhall J do, that I may inherit eternal 


Life ! yo 3 7 

If any Perſons will ſeriouſly ask this Que 
ſtion of the Text, their own Conſcience; 
comparing their own Condition with that of 
others, can give the beſt Anſwer ; The * 


i Eternal Life. 


of doing Good are ſo various, and have all 
ſuch a peculiar Pleaſantneſs in them; That 
Men may make their own choice according 
to their own Judgment and Inclinations ; 
which ſhould indeed direct and determine 
them according to their reſpective Stations, 
and relative Offices in the World. The Glo- 
rious General may erect new Trophies, by 
founding and endowing an Hoſpital for the 
Sick or Wounded, or Superannuated * Sol- 
diers: The brave Admiral may conſecrate 
ſome part of the Reward of his Services, to 


make better Proviſion for the Maimed and 


and Diſabled Seamen. The Reverend Judges 
Learned Council may take the Priſons in- 
to their Charitable Cognizance, and allot 
Annual Sums for the Releaſe of Inſolvent 
Debtors ; or for the better Preparation of Dy- 
ing Criminals : The Eminent Phyſicians, and 


* —_ 


In the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, amidſt her Victorious 
Arms in the Netherlands, a Suggeſtion of this kind was given 
by the Author of the Knowledge and Conduct of Wars, &c. In 
ædibus Richardi Tottell: vii. die Junii, An. Dom. 1558, at the 
Concluſion of his Work, Fol. 48, And now for ſuch as ſhall 
ſerve in the Wars, that they might live honeſtly and civily 


after the ſame ended, whereby they ſhould leſs fear to put 


themſelves for th in Dangers; it there were in every Shire of 
this Realm, a ouſe ordained for Maimed-Soldiers, .and Men 
worn in the Wars, with ſuch Proviſion, that they might be 

able to live there, and not idlely as lazy Lorels have done 
heretofore under Cloak of Religion, but orderly and duly to 
ſerve God, and at certain Feaſts and Times convenient to be 
Leaders unto the Countrymen, in the Orders and Array of 
War, and Teachers to the ignorant, in the beſt uſe of Mar- 
"tial Weapons and Practices: This I ſuppoſe ſhould be well 


pleaſing unto Almighty Gol, and ale right Honourable and 


profitableyntothe Realm. 13 
Tu N others 
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others Miniſterial in that Faculty, may have 
Regard to the Sick and Lame, and Impotent 
People, and ſettle a Fund for viſiting and de- 
livering gratis the plaineſt Medicines to the 
pooreſt Families. The Church. Men cannot 
forget the Schools of Charity, the Nurſeries 
of Learning, the Houſes of God, the Widows 
and Orphans of the poorer Clergy. The 
Merchants and Maſters of Shipping, ſhould 
put themſelves in mind of the Propagation of 
the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, and of helping 
the Corporation eſtabliſh'd for that pious Pur- 
poſe. Above all, the Citizens born in this 
City, ſhould reach out their Hands in Bounty 
to their Native Place: They who have been 
tranſplanted hither, and have made here a 
great Increaſe, ſhould be grateful to the Soil 
that has been ſo fertile and beneficial to them: 
They who have born the greateſt Offices of 
Honour and Authority in this City, are un- 
der a more eſpecial Obligation to provide for 
the Wellfare and good Eſtate of it : They 
who have accepted the Place of Governour in 
any Hoſpital, ſhould according to their Abi- 
lity expreſs their Benevolence to it. 
Of what admirable Uſe and Service are theſe 
Hoſpitals and Work-Houſes, to the Reputa- 
tion, to the Benefit, to the very Being of this 
City ! Really, without them, this goodly City 
would be ſoon deſolate, and worſe than a Wil- 
derneſs ; ſuch Nuſances, ſuch Burthens, ſuch 
Infections, that there would be no living in 


it. How many poor Orphans. would pine 
| and 
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and cry in the Corners of our Streets, if 
Chriſt's- Hoſpital were not a comfortable and 
creditable Reception for them, to be decently 
Cloath'd, cleanly Fed, carefully Educated, 
and ſuitably put forth according to their Age 
and Capacity? How would the wounded, 

ſick, maimed and diſeaſed Crouds, lye in a 
deſtitute and moſt deplorable Condition, if 
the Hoſpitals of St. Bartho/omew and St. Thomas 
were not allotted forthe conveniency and cure 
of them? How would the Vagabonds, and 
other indigent and idle Creatures, fwarm 
an infeſt this City and the Suburbs of it, if 
the Hoſpital of Hridemel were not appointed 
for convicting them of their Offences, and 
keeping them to hard Labour, till Legally 
Diſcharged? How would Diſt racted and Lu- 
natick Perſons diſturb the Families and Neigh- 
bourhood, to. which they unhappily belonged, 
if. the Hoſpital of Bethlem were not prepared 
for the Admiſſion of them, and the effectual 
Recovery of a great Number? How would 
many other Children be abandon'd to Begga- 
ry and Theft? How would many other 
Vaprant, Lewd; and idle diforderly Per- 
ſons, be given up to the moſt infamous 
and pernicious Courſe of Life, if the Work- 
houſe in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet were not eſtabliſhed 
to confine them and employ them, and give 
them other proper Relief according to their 
Wants and Deſerts > The beſt way of recom- 
mending theſe Places to your Charity, will 
be to read over the Printed Accounts of 
them.. "7 A True 


we 82828 — — — 


MC. Doing Good, the —2. 


A True Report of the great Number of poor Children, and 
and other Poor People, maintain'd in the ſeveral Hoſ- 
pitals, under the pious Care of the Lerd Mayor, Com- 
monalty, and Citizens of the City of LONDON, the | 
Tear laſt paſt. | 


CHRIST's-HO SPIT AL. 


\Hildren put forth Apprentices, and diſcharged- 
out of ChriF*'s-Hoſpital the Year laſt paſt 179; 


10 — being inſtructed ! in the Mathe maticks and £03 
Navigation, were placed forth Apprentices to Com- > 179 
manders of Ships, out of the Mathematical School, . 


founded by His late Majeſty King Charles the Second 
of bleſſed Memor/ on 


Children buried the Year laſt paſt = — 14 
Children now remaining under the Care and 


Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, which are kept in the 9 
Houſe an at Nurſe elſewhereꝛ⁊yw ee 


— — od —_— * 


The Names of all which are Regiſtred i in the Books kept 


in the ſaid Hoſpital, and are to be 3 as alſo when, * 
whence they were admitted. 1 


Which being, ſo many in Number, and the — 5 of 
keeping them very great, (and being ſtill depreſſed by the 
uery great Loſſes, which was ſuſtained by the Late Dreadful 
Fire) it is hoped many Worthy and Good Chriſtians willlibe- 
rally aſliſt towards ſo was if and N a e 
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St. BARTHOLOMM EM]; HOSPITAL. 
Here have been Cured and Diſcharged from they 
Hoſpital of St. Bartholomew, the Year laſt | 


paſt, of Wounded, Sick and Maimed Soldiers and 
Seamen, and other Difeafed Perfons, from ſeveral 
Parts of the Dominions of the QUEEN's moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty, and from Foreign Parts, 2443, ma- p 2443 
ny of which have been relieved with Money, and 
other Neceſſaries at their Departure, though (as it 
hath pleafed God) the greateſt part of the Revenue 
of the ſaid Hoſpital was conſumed by the late dread- 


| 


Buried this Year, after much Charge on them 103 
Perſons remaining under Cure at the Charge of the 7 „ 


The Difficulty of the Times being ſuch, and the Tontin- 
gent Charities exceedingly. leſſened, the ordinary Revenue: 
is not ſufficient to ſupport the Charge of the Whole. 


St. THOMAS's HOSPITAL. 


Here have been Cured and Diſcharged from) _ | 
St. Thomas's Hoſpital in Southwark, this laſt | 
Year, of Wounded, Sick, Maimed and Diſeaſed Per- 
ſons, from ſeveral Parts of Her Majeſty's Dominions, 
and Foreign Parts, 3260, many of which have been 
relieved. with Money and other Neceſſaries at their 
departure; though much of the Revenue of the ſaid 
Hoſpital has been deſtroy'd by ſeveral dreadful Fires 
in London and Southwark; and moſt of the Buildings 
of this Hoſpital being very old and incommodious I 
for Patients, the Governours have Rebuilt the great- | 
_ eſt part thereof with their own Money, and have g 3260 
Enlarged the ſame, ſo as that it is now capable of | 
receiving many more Patients than belore : But the | 
yearly Revenue of the ſaid Hoſpital being not ſuffi- 
cient: to anſwer the conſtant Annual Charge of fo | 
great a Number of Patients, the Charitable Aſſi- | . 
| ſtance and Contribution of well diſpoſed Perſons is 
humbly defired, as well towards the compleating the 
Buildings of the faid - Hoſpital, as for ſupporting the | 
Charge of the great Number of poor miſerable Peo- 
ple, who are conſtantly kept in the ſaid Hoſpital for 
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Buried this Year after much Charge in the time of 7 , 
their Sickneſs og 157 
Remaining under Cure at the Charge of the ſaid 


—_— 
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BRIDEVVELL HOSPITAL. 
R this laſt Vear into the Hoſpital "niet 
355 


well, Vagrants and other indigent and miſera- 
ble People 


Diſcharged from the ſaid Hoſpital this Year, 28 
Convicted Men and Women, who were ſent thither 
to be kept at hard Labour, ſome for a Year, and > 28 
ſome for a longer time, purſuant to a late Act o | 
Parliament made concerning Felons, Cc. 


Remaining in the ſaid Hoſpital 33 Convicted Per- 
ſons, ſent thither purſuant to the ſaid Act + 


All which have had Phyſick, and ſuch other Relief, at the 
Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, as their Neceſſities requir'd, 


divers Arts and Trades at the only Charge of the 
ſaid Hoſpital, Apprentices, — | 


Maintained in the ſaid Hoſpital, and brought up = 
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BETHLEHEM HOSPITAL. 


Dmitted into the ſaid Hoſpital this laſt Year, 1 
Diſtracted Men and Women en IR > 


ſaid Year, many of which have been Relieved with 
Clothing and Money at their Departure . 


La — 


þ | : Cured of their Lunacy, and diſcharged red with 
g 75 


Diſtracted 


to Eternal Life. 


Diſtracted Perſons Buried the laſt Yeſr, after much I | 


Charge beſtowed upon them in their Lunacy and C 16 


— rm toms cnn * 


for with Phyſick, Dyet and other Relief, at the 
Charge of the ſaid Hoſpita·⁊ſͥꝛ nn 


Beſides which, divers Perſons who have been Cured in 
the ſaid Slobital, are provided with Phyſick, as Out-Pati- 
ents, at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, to prevent a return 
of their Lunacy, | ; . 

The Particulars of all which may be ſeen in the Books of 
the ſaid Hoſpital. 


The Charge of this Hoſpital is very great, and the Re- 
venue thereof not near ſufficient to maintain ſo great a Num- 
ber of Patients, for whom Daily Application is made; There. 
fore the ſaid Hoſpital is a very fit Object of all good Men's 
Charity, to do as God ſhall enable them, towards fo Publick 
a God, as the Relief of poor Lunaticks z many of whom by 
the Bleſſing of Good, and through the Charge of the ſaid 
Hoſpital, and the Daily Eare of thoſe intruſted therewith, 
are reſtored to their ſormer Senſes | 


Now remaining there under Cure, and —.— 
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LONDON WORRHOUSE. 


A True Account of the Work-Houſe in Biſhopſgate-Street, 


(Erected purſuant to an Act of Parliament made in the 

13th and 14th Years of the Reign of King Charles II.) 

from the 25th of March, 1711, to the 25th of March, 
1712. b 


Since admitted — — 59 


r in the Houſe at Lady - Day, 171 n 326 


5 84 
Children diſcharged, and put forth Apprentices to} - 7 
Officers of Ships, to Trades, or to Service in ſeyeral > 78 


good Families — ũ—ü— e N 
Buried —— %— b —— b — — 1 
Remainingg . . — 305 


84 
„ Theſe 
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Theſe are ReligiAuſly Educated according to the Uſage 
of the Church of England; And are employed in Spinning 


Wool, Flax, Sewing or Knitting, They are Dieted, Cloathed, 


(due care taken of them in time of Sickneſs) and taught to- 
Read, Write, and caſt Accompt; which qualifies them for 
Services, and Honeſt Employments, whereby they are ren- 
dred uſeful in their Reſpective Stations. 


Note, According to the Orders of the Houſe (which 
are ſtrictly obſerved) no Children, can be admitted to be 
Maintained, as aforeſaid, unleſs ſent in by Benefactors, or 
from the Church-Wardens of the ſeveral Pariſhes within the 
City of London, and Liberties thereof, | 


Agabonds, Beggars, and other Lewd, Idle, Dil. 
orderly Perſons, taken into the Houſe in the 

Year laſt paſt, (including Four and Forty which were 535 

there at Tady-Day, 1711.) 


| Of them Diſcharged ; ſeveral whereof were ſent in- 7 
20 Her Majeſty's Service, and others went to Places > 505 
beyond Sea ; 


Buried x w_o—_— 


— — — 
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T heſe, and others of the like Sort, who are daily C 
mitted, have ſuch Relief as is proper for them; And are em- 


ployed in beating Hemp, picking Okum, or waſhing Linnen; 


many of young, Vagrants, who having for ſome time been 


Confined, and kept to hard Labour, were then, according to 
the Directions of the Act of Parliament, paſſed to their Set- 
tle ments: And ſeveral notorious Impoſtors, pretending to be 
Lame, Dumb and Blind, have been detected at this Work- 
Houſe, and then put into ſuch: Methods of ſupporting them - 


ſelves, as to prevent their being a further burthen to the 
Publick. | * 


The Children and all others are obliged to attend Divine 
Service, Morning and Evening. . 


Although 


I - * 6 1 2 „„ * 
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to Eternal Life. 
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| Ltho' the Governours by their great Application and 

Care, have reduced the Charge of the Houſe, by dif. 
miſling ſeveral Seryants, and ſetling the Salaries of thoſe that 
continue, at the loweſt Allowance that can be made for their 
Subſiſtance, (by which, and other Means, a very conſiderable 
Sum is Annually ſaved) yet their neceflary Expences exceed 
their Yearly Income many Hundred Pounds. Wherefore it 
is hoped, Good and Charitable Perſons will give their Aſſi- 
ſtance for carrying on this moſt Uſeful and Beneficial Work, 
T hat thereby the Poor may be maintained, the Number of 


Beggars lefſened ; And the Lewd, Idle, Diforderly Perſons, 


Confined, Corre&ed, and Reformed. 


The Premiſes are moſt humbly Recommended to Your 
Pious Conſideration. | | 


What can we add more, but our Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings unto God, for theſe Ex- 
cellent Works of Charity ; and our Earneſt 
Prayers unto him, That of his Mercy and ex- 
ceeding Goodneſs, he would ſtir up the Hearts 


of many People, to ſupport and improve theſe 


Noble Foundations, by continual Gifts and 
Legacies to them? There ſeems to be at pre- 
ſent a greater Want of Supply than in any 


former Times: Not only the Calamity of the 


dreadful Eire is not yet recover'd, and ſome 
Debts and Entanglements are not yet clear d: 
But alaſs, the ſad Objects of Charity to be put 
into theſe Houſes grow daily more Numerous, 


and demand a f Proviſion for em. In a 


long War by Land and Sea, there muſt come 
back a greater Multitude of Maimed and 
Wounded, Lame and Impotent People. By 
the neceſſary Conſequence of War, a decay 
of Trade and Dearneſs of Proviſions, the Indi- 
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gent and Unemploy d, the Sickly and half- 


Starv'd muſt abound more and more: Nay, 
by the Decay of Diſcipline and the growing 
Licentiouſneſs of the Age we live in, Vaga- 
bonds and ſturdy Beggars, Cheats and Coun- 


ter ſeits do ſenſibly incroach upon us; and by 


the ſad Calamities that ſurprize ſo many pri- 
vate Families, it is tobe fear'd that many more 
than formerly will loſe their Senſes or their 
right Minds; eſpecially conſidering what Ad- 
vances the horrible Sin of Self. Murder has late- 
y made, the moſt fatal Sign of Diſtraction 
and deſperate Madneſs ; and which, perhaps, 
would be moſt. eftzQtually reſtrain'd, by a 
Power to confine all who ſhould make any At- 


| tempt toward it, to ſuch an Apartment in 
Bethlehem, till by due care of their Bodies and 


Souls, they might after ſome Tryal, be again 
truſted with themſelves and their own Liber- 


ties : But Tam only hinting at the greater 


Wants and Demands of our Hoſpitals, to wiſh. 
and pray, that Charity may encreaſe with all 
the new Occaſions and multiplied Objects of 


Suffer me to ſay, it might perhaps bring in 
ſome Donors and Benefactors among the High 
and Noble, if theſe Spittal Sermons were re- 
ſtor*d to their Primitive Decency and Order ; 
they us'd to make up the moſt Solemn Proceſſi- 
on, and the moſt Splendid Appearance : For 
many Years, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
they were Honoured with her Royal Preſence: 


ln the Reignof King James I. they were ſtill 


grac'd 
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grac'd with the Attendance of the Counſel and 
_ chief Miniſters of State: + When Ceremonies 
and Expences were to abate, yet theſe Aſſem - 
blies for a long Time, never fail'd of an Una- 
nimous Meeting of the Lord-Mayor, whole 
Court of Aldermen, Sheriffs, Common. Council, 
all the chief Officers, and all the Governours of 
every Hoſpital, If this pious Solemnity grow 
leſs, the Clarity I doubt will be impair'd with 
it: Even the Outward Figure and Appearance 
of Zeal for the Poor may tend to the Glory of 
God, and to the Honour of this City. And give 
me lea ve to wiſh, that an earlier Hour may be 
reſtor'd to this Aſſembling in the Houſe of 
+ Sir Francis Bacon Lord -Keeper of the Great Seal of Eng- 
land, during the King's Progreſs into Scotland, attempted to- 


revive the Solemnity of the Spittal Sermons at Eaſter, and 
ſignify' d his good Intention to the Earl of Buckingham, by a. 
Letter dated at Gorbambury, April 13.1617. My fingular good. 
Lord, Iam nom far five or fix Days retired to my Houſe in the 
Country; 1175 think all the Lords are willing to do, 
do, who tho' they call them Holy- Days, yet they mean them 


Days. We purpoſe to meet again on Eaſter- Monday, and 


to the Spittal-Sermon.'for that Day, and therein: to revive the” 
antient Religious Manner, when all the Council uſed to attend. 
thoſe Sermons; which ſome Negleſt in Queen Elizabeth's Time, 
and His Majeſty's great Devotion in the due bearing of Sermons 
himſelf, with bis Counſel at tbe Court, brought into Deſuetude. 
But now our Attendance upon his Majeſty, by reaſon of his Ab- 
ſence cannot be, it is not amiſs to revrve, 2 770 

* In former Times, not only four ſeveral Sermons were 
Preach'd on Good - Friday, Monday, Tuesday, and Wedneſday in 
Eaſter Week, but likewiſe on the Sunday lowing there was 
a Rehearſal or Repetition of them all by. a different: Perſon at 
Paul's Croſs, before the Lord-Mayor and Court of Aldermen, , 
in a very Numerous Aſſembly; Countenanc'd often by the 
Preſence of the Queen and Nobility, See Strype's Annals of 
Qu. Eliz. p. 197. Ann. 1560, —Archbiſhop-Parker called theſe 
Spittle Sermons, the Sermons of Solemmiiy. Strype's Life of 
Archbiſhop Parker, Fol. pag. 214. 

N God, 
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od, when the full Morning Service may be in 
ProperSeaſor. n. 
Permit me once more to ſay, with all poſ- 
ſible Reſpect and Deference, that larger Con- 
tributions will be made to the Support and 
Supply of theſe Hoſpitals, as the good Go- 
verumeat of them and the whole City, comes 
to be Improved, and made more Effectual: 
How would one particular Act of Government 
make room for Charity to all the Hoſpitals 
and Work-Houſes? I mean the clearing of 
the Streets (if poſſible) from that number of 
Beggars, that ſwarm now more than ever, 
as if at laſt we had no Proviſion for the Poor 
by Laws, and no Places of publick Recepti- 
on for them. Extreme Poverty and Want 
are not a legal Excuſe for leaving their Habi- 
tations ;, Sloath and Idleneſs, Love oĩ Ram- 
bling, and Practice of Pilfering are more in- 
excuſable. Who can diſtinguiſh berwixt the 
the Want of Relief and the Want of Correcti- 
on? If of theſe mighty Numbers of the Poor 
that now fill the Streets, it were poſlible (I 
ſpeak unto. Wiſe Men, and of the Things be- 
longing to the Wife) if it were poſſible, I. 
ſay, to take up all thoſe who are really Sick 
or Lame, and command them to the Hoſpi- 
tals of St- Bartholomew and St. Thomas; and to 
ſend away the Counterfeits and Vagrants in- 
to Bridewel, or other Work. Houſe; and to 
conceal the Reproaches of our human Nature, 
the Naturals and the Mad Men in Bethlem ; 
and to pick up the ragged Children and _ 
them 
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che to a Place of Food and Raiment, and 
Inſtruction: How much would this Cleanſe 
and Purify our Streets, and take away the 
common Nuſances and Scandals of em: ; For 
ſuch a Reformation, who would not freely 
give, or even cheerfully pay to theſe Hoſpi- 
tals; and' to Found and Endow others of the 
ſame. Kind 
Streets, and ſtanding at our own Doors with- 


out the Interruptions and Aſſaults of, the Poor 


(or Pretenders to Poverty) upon us? And e- 


ſpecially , if to this were "added all poſſi · 


ble Re gulation of tlie Priſons in this Giry 


that chars might be no! Extortion, no Op per | 


fron, no Rioting, no Prophanenels i Al 
that Mens Misfortune of coming there might 


not turn to gc ption of their Manners, 
and the Hazard of a be t:Sovls ; that Farbe * 
Dehrors might tr 180 as Criminals, 


and that even ce 8. _ he Fodhidered 
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pofed Infants, to receive them, and nurture them; 
that their unhappy Mothers may have no Tem 
ptation to deſtroy them, and no Pretence to lay 
them for Burdens upon a Pagiſh where they 
ps eaſe. It is to be hoped, that ſome Generous. 

| 8 who now exerciſe themſelves in the 
Natue 


on Condition of walking the 
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ed and Adorned with Wals of 


 licity, Amen. 
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contriving how to Supply the DefeQts of for- 


Increaſe of publick Charities. Some or O- 
ther, I ſay, of them (perhaps of this Aſſembly, at 


leaſt of this Age) may Raiſe and Eſtabliſh 


a new Hoſpital, or Ingraft this Branch of 

Charity upon ſome old One, to take in all 
"Unknown Infants, and be a Nurſery and School 
of Education for the. fs 


A Faithful Diſcharge of the ſeveral Truſts 


repoſed 1a You, will excite others to a more 
forward Liberality and Bounty ; will provoke 
them to theſe, and many thelike good Works : 
And with-ſuch Sacrifices God will be well 

leas'd, and will the ſooner look down from 


ful City, and a Strength to the 15 5 Support- 
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